Lynn McDonald and her collaborators have taken on a mammoth task: that of collating and organizing "all the available surviving writing of Florence Nightingale". The work is a remarkable collective effort. The sixteen-volume series, *The collected works of Florence Nightingale*, is now almost half complete, with volumes on *Life and family* (2001), *Spiritual journey* (2001), *Theology* (2002), *Mysticism and eastern religions* (2003), *Society and politics* (2003), and *European travels* (2004) already published, in addition to *Public health care* (2004). The result is an intriguing insight into both the internal world of Florence Nightingale, and the priorities of McDonald as editor.

Nightingale\'s religious "calling" has long been a subject of debate for historians of her life and work. In stressing the spiritual drive behind Nightingale\'s work, McDonald\'s approach is in line with that of both one of the earliest writers on the subject (Strachey, *Eminent Victorians*, 1918) and one of the latest (Dossey, *Florence Nightingale, mystic, visionary, healer*, 1999). Other recent writers have been more likely to emphasize Nightingale\'s family life, or the secular nature of her work (Woodham-Smith, *Florence Nightingale*, 1950; Smith, *Florence Nightingale: reputation and power*, 1982; Baly, *Florence Nightingale and the nursing legacy*, 1997). McDonald appears, in this volume, to take it for granted that religious calling was the foundation for Nightingale\'s endeavours, including her work in the field of public health. References to this calling and to the spiritual and religious nature of Nightingale\'s efforts appear repeatedly throughout the editorial sections of the volume, lending the work a unique flavour. In this sense, the book is as much a reflection on the devout, but sometimes confused and conflicting religious currents in Victorian philanthropic thinking as on ideas about public health.

McDonald has chosen a range of texts to illustrate Nightingale\'s perspectives on and input into Victorian "sanitary reform" efforts. Three main areas are emphasized: firstly, the importance of Nightingale\'s *Notes on nursing for the labouring classes*, as both an expression of her philosophy on nursing, and a direct attempt to promote reform by enhancing popular knowledge; secondly, the efforts of Nightingale and her contemporaries to reform nursing in the workhouse infirmaries; and thirdly, Nightingale\'s perspectives on the nature of public health considered in broad terms and related to rural health, the colonies, and perceptions of contagion and germ theory.

Perhaps one of the most valuable elements within this volume is the detailed critical edition of Nightingale\'s *Notes on nursing for the labouring classes*. McDonald traces the provenance of this work in some detail, relating it, both in timing and in content, to the earlier and better-known edition: *Notes on nursing: what it is and what it is not* (January 1860) and the slightly later and improved version of May 1860. *Notes on nursing for the labouring classes* was published in April 1861, and intended for popular use. It was, indeed, referred to by Harriet Martineau as "your cheap *Notes on Nursing*" (p. 19). It was slightly revised and reprinted in 1868, with a further revision being proposed in 1875. McDonald presents us with a critical edition with bracketed additions from all four other versions. The result is a strange composite text which, whilst extremely difficult to read, serves as a valuable resource for scholars, illustrating, as it does, the very precise nature of the various alterations and amendments.

The second major contribution made by this volume to Nightingale studies is the presentation of a vast body of material on the reform of workhouse infirmaries. In this respect, the volume demonstrates how Nightingale\'s perspectives incorporated nurse training as part of a much broader approach. McDonald focuses considerable attention on the Liverpool Workhouse Infirmary and on the work of Agnes Jones, who is portrayed through Nightingale\'s writings, but also through the editorial perspective of McDonald, as a paragon of Christian virtue and a martyr to the cause of nursing. In addition to a fairly detailed discussion of Jones\'s appointment and work in the main text, McDonald also devotes an appendix to a further consideration of her life, alongside those of John Sutherland and William Rathbone. The story of the reform of workhouse nursing is well told, through the carefully edited texts in this section of the volume, and provides a very useful resource.

The third useful element within *Florence Nightingale on public health care* is the insight it provides into Nightingale\'s perceptions of sanitary reform. The inclusion of Nightingale\'s treatise on *Sick nursing and health nursing* stands alongside her *Sanitary statistics of native colonial schools and hospitals* and her *Rural hygiene*, to illustrate the breadth of her perspective on public health.

*Florence Nightingale on public health care* is, then, a very useful resource for scholars in the fields of history of nursing and history of medicine. As well as providing the reader with carefully edited critical editions of some of Nightingale\'s most important works, it makes available to future scholarship in these fields a vast array of correspondence, notes and other unpublished material, which will enable a more thorough and complete understanding of Nightingale and her work.
